¥onterry, Mexiceo
Feb, 19,1346

Dear Abe;

Dreve down frem Laredo this mornin We

. o et o
changed from American to Mexican yestergay. Ighad ?if?gg;y
g:llags changed, Recieved 72 pescos, Had the car insured for
thve ays, three dollars, Tt cost me three dollars s NO

ree pescos, to take the ear through the Mexican castems
and it cost each of us twe pescos and twenty eents in American
money, We have managed qui¢e well so far,

Last night we stayed in Laredo, We arrived ifmere Sunday
afternoon about four o'eclock, We hadn't hurried because we
had called down on Friday evening and made reservations, We
were promised twe reoms, one with twin beds for Sue and I,
When we arrived we found that she had saved only one room
for us, It had two double beds, Se I said no,that would not
do, So she told us that we should try and find some other
place and that she would hold that room fer us until we called
her. So we found twe rooms with only a eurtain between, it
was somewhat better but the beds were bumpy, Carmal snores
and Sue snores and between the two of them I have lost one
nights sleep, You can see why I wouldn't want two beds in
one room, Well, the next morning we found a nice place with
two rooms and each room with bath, Very clean, beautiful yard,
I have written you a eard that has the picture of our babin on it
but I forgot te mail it this A, M, so you will get it with this
letter, ¥r. Dobbs whc owns the place told us that he was from
New York, He saié by all means we should see Mexice City, He
Recommended these courts at which we are staying temnight, They
are very lovely, palm trees and the mountains in the distance,
Ee alse told us te stop at Sanborns for food while here as all
the Americans step there, W¥e did just that and found it a very
pretty place, Mexican girls in custem waited tables, It was a
large room with booths around the outside wall, and across the
aisle tables for four, These tables were around a square which
held other tables, above these center tables the ceiling was of
glass brick.

After eating we drove around the town, no we walked first,
pought ourselves some kleenex, cost lpesco and 20 centaves, I
think that gou would get alcng very nicely down here as you already
¥now how te count in Italian which seems teo be about the samr as
Spanish, The clerk teld me to say "pentie" i¥:teagh9f thnty.here
Every one seems quite nice, Every ene is se ng ings down ’
old ien with thegr dirty looking {ands selling candy, wraoped
and unwrapped, little buys selling things in baskets, little girls
selling laces and sweaters etec, We didn't buy anything “rom them,
They certainly can spot the tourist, As socn as I parked the ecar to
go inte Sanberns the fat ¥exican acress the narrow street called te
me and said, "You're all right, you're all right.," Then I thought-~
lessly opened my door to step out and he called to me to wa?ch it,
The street is narrow and a car was coming fast, I gol back in a h?rry
of course I said ,"Thank you", He came acress the street and invited



us in to have a little av " " i "
something to drink be?oreayggtﬁggg’yoggumgggY* Q%hsitia Idgzgd? %i:tle
don't drink, you're very kind, but we wouldn't think of it.," "Alright,
alright," he szid, "that's alright,"I also have a very nice jewelry store
over there where you can buy souvenours," We thanked him again and
told him we would remember, but we forgot, After we had walked around
for awhile we went back to the car and rode around the residential
section, Down town the streets are mfxmmEszxity almost all narrow,
there are of necessity, a great many one way streets, I managed to get
on several going the wrong way. The Fexicans smile at you and peint
the other way , and we smrile at them and turn off on the first street
we come to only to find we are on another one way street and again we
are going the wrong way. So we smile some more and finally get on the
street going the right way., They all honk their horns, 1 always have
to look around to see what I am doing wrong, but I have found that they

just honk on general vprinciples, we are getting quite used to it now,
As we drove along we could look through the open doors of some of the
homes and see ths patios which were very colorful, They all had ferns

flowers ané potted plants, Some were clean and lovely and some werse
dirty. T?e homes in the nicer part ef town are beautiful, very large,
clean loo%ing. we really find our way around beautifylly, Carmal and
Clarice walked over to a little cafe near the courts here and bought_a
half dozen doughnuts, They were delicious, Carmal and I made ourselves
a cup of NesCafe out of the hot water from the faucet, We had coffee
and toast for breakfast (no good) (had to eat on the way down here)
as we were in a hurry to get through the customs) ats our dinner at
- Sanborns at 2:37, bought tangerinzs, ate all those, they were very
sweet, I peeled them and the girls &% lifted the fruit out of the
peeling wi‘h out touching the outside, Then I scrubbed good in hot water
—and-soap and-ate the inside of mine, We are very careful about-the food,
Sue had cok= for breakfast, Sanborns had pasturized nikk,

I guess that this will about all for now, I'm sleepy and very tired,

I have done all the driving so far, Carma! really doesn't have much
get up, just between vou and I, She needs somebody to think for her,
Tither Clarice or I have to do all the calling about places, we have
to take care of the luggage getting in the car etc, She is sure slow
motion. but I'm having a grand time, Do not know what we will do
tomorrow,

. n a Phil for me, Better yet
give %ﬂgg éo§ és?aySuggl% shtﬁogkgouignalgdbe along, We must ally
come down next year,
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